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February 9, 2016 

Alex Liverman 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
Northwest Region Cleanup Program 
700 NE Multnomah St., Suite #600 
Portland, OR 97232 

Subject: Response to DEQ Comments dated December 28, 2015, on Source Control Measures 
Effectiveness Demonstration 

Dear Alex: 

In response to the comments provided by DEQ on the City's Source Control Measures 
Effectiveness Demonstration (September 2015) report, the City met with DEQ to clarify the 
objectives and data needs for a broader demonstration of effectiveness than what the report 
encompassed. In addition, DEQ has also asked the City to demonstrate that stormwater 
discharges from City outfalls in Portland Harbor do not pose unacceptable inwater risk anci to 
provide additional information related to City rights-of-way in the harbor. This letter, and the 
attached documents, are intended to respond to DEQ' s comments. 

Revised Approach to Demonstrating Source Control Measure Effectiveness for City Outfalls 

The September 2015 Source Control Measures Effectiveness Demonstration report utilized a 
framework to identify basins where additional data were needed to show the effectiveness of 
measures implemented by the City's Portland Harbor group. Based on subsequent discussions 
with DEQ, a broader demonstration is needed to show the collective effectiveness of measures 
implemented in City outfall basins by the City and other parties, under City, State, and Federal 
programs. To accomplish this, the City and DEQ collaborated on a methodology for selecting 
representative basins for additional data collection to supplement the existing data set. This 
methodology (i.e., the Selection of Outfall Basins for Source Control Measure Effectiveness 
Monitoring technical memorandum), along with a revised Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) to 
guide data collection activities, are attached for your final review and approval 

The City developed general and basin-specific Data Quality Objectives (DQOs) for the revised 
SAP. These DQOs will guide future evaluation of existing and new stormwater data from City 
outfalls. Both DEQ and the City agree that further interagency discussion regarding the final 
demonstration report content and format will be needed in the months ahead in order to ensure 
that the final report meets City and DEQ objectives. Implementation of the SAP and delivery of 

. the final report will be completed under the current Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
between DEQ and the City for the Outfalls Project. 

Ph: 503·823-7740 Fax: 503-823-6995 • www.portlandoregon.gov/bes • Using recycled paper • An F.qual Opportunity EmpJoyer 

The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination laws lncludlng lltleVI (Civil Rlghu) and Tltle U (ADA). 
To request a translation, accommodation or additional information, pleasecal 503-623·n40. or useCityTIY 503-823-6868, or Oregon Relay Service: 711. 



Alex Liverman 
February 9, 2016 
Page2of2 

Evaluation of Unacceptable Inwater Risk 

DEQ indicated that the Oty will utilize existing data and new data collected under the SAP for 
the anticipated evaluation of unacceptable risk. Because discussions are still underway between 
DEQ and EPA regarding the approach for conducting this evaluation, DEQ will provide 
guidance to the Oty later this year so that this evaluation can be included in final reporting for 
the project. 

Information Regarding City Rights-of-Way 

The Oty has initiated further discussions with DEQ to clarify remaining questions regarding 
City rights-of-way. These conversations are slated to continue and the Oty will provide DEQ 
with necessary information under separate cover to ensure that these questions are resolved. 

Next Steps 

The City will begin implementation of the SAP immediately after DEQ approval. During the 
course of SAP implementation, the Oty will communicate any significant deviations or 
problems to DEQ to consult on an appropriate course of action. It is the City's understanding 
that DEQ plans to issue a Conditional Source Control Decision following SAP approval. 
Following completion of the SAP and delivery of a satisfactory final report, DEQ will issue a 
Notice of Completion for the IGA. 

We appreciate DEQ' s ongoing collaboration with the Gty on this project. H you have any 
questions regarding the attached materials, please contact me at (503) 823-2296. 

Sincerely, 

-4'~ 
Linda Scheffler 
Water Resources ~ogram Manager 

Enc.: Technical Memorandum: Selection of Outfall Basins for Source Control Measure 
Effectiveness Moriitoring (2 copies) 

City of Portland Outfalls Project Revised Sampling and Analyses Plan (2 copies) 

Cc: Eva DeMaria, EPA (CD copy only) 
Kim Cox, Oty of Portland, BES (w /out attachments) 
Karen Moynahan, City of Portland, Office of the City Attorney (w /out attachments) 
Karen Demsey, GSI Water Solutions 


